
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
COLUMBIA, MD 

MORNING PRAYER, RITE II 
Wednesday, June 3, 2020 | 7:00 AM 

You may stream this service from Christ Church’s Facebook Page. 
     
 

The people stand as able. 

OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 19:14 
 Officiant: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O  
  Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

CONFESSION OF SIN    

 Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

 All: Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

THE INVITATORY 
 Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 
 People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
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The following canticles and psalms are read responsively between the Officiant and the People by half-verse. 

VENITE   Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the LORD; *  
     let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
     and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

For the LORD is a great God, *  
     and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
     and the heights of the hills are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, *  
     and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
     and kneel before the LORD our Maker.  

For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
     Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

PSALM 119:49-72   

 Remember your word to your servant, * Zayin 
  because you have given me hope. Memor esto verbi tui 

This is my comfort in my trouble, * 
 that your promise gives me life. 

The proud have derided me cruelly, * 
 but I have not turned from your law. 

When I remember your judgments of old, * 
 O LORD, I take great comfort. 

I am filled with a burning rage, * 
 because of the wicked who forsake your law. 

Your statutes have been like songs to me * 
 wherever I have lived as a stranger. 

I remember your Name in the night, O LORD, * 
 and dwell upon your law. 

This is how it has been with me, * 
 because I have kept your commandments. 

You only are my portion, O LORD; * Heth 
 I have promised to keep your words. Portio mea, Domine 

I entreat you with all my heart, * 
 be merciful to me according to your promise. 

I have considered my ways * 
 and turned my feet toward your decrees. 
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I hasten and do not tarry * 
 to keep your commandments. 

Though the cords of the wicked entangle me, * 
 I do not forget your law. 

At midnight I will rise to give you thanks, * 
 because of your righteous judgments. 

I am a companion of all who fear you * 
 and of those who keep your commandments. 

The earth, O LORD, is full of your love; * 
 instruct me in your statutes. 

O LORD, you have dealt graciously with your servant, * Teth 
 according to your word. Bonitatem fecisti 

Teach me discernment and knowledge, * 
 for I have believed in your commandments. 

Before I was afflicted I went astray, * 
 but now I keep your word. 

You are good and you bring forth good; * 
 instruct me in your statutes. 

The proud have smeared me with lies, * 
 but I will keep your commandments with my whole heart. 

Their heart is gross and fat, * 
 but my delight is in your law. 

It is good for me that I have been afflicted, * 
 that I might learn your statutes. 

The law of your mouth is dearer to me * 
 than thousands in gold and silver. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The people may be seated. 
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THE FIRST LESSON    Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 

 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  

 a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up;  
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;  
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 

 What gain have the workers from their toil? I have seen the business that God has given to everyone to be 
busy with. He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover, he has put a sense of past and future into 
their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I know that there is 
nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live; moreover, it is God’s 
gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil. I know that whatever God does endures 
for ever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done this, so that all should stand 
in awe before him. That which is, already has been; that which is to be, already is; and God seeks out what 
has gone by. 

 Officiant: The Word of the Lord.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 

The people stand as able. 

THE SONG OF THE REDEEMED  Magna et mirabilia 

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,  
great deeds are they that you have done, *  
     surpassing human understanding.  
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *  
 O King of all the ages.  

Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,  
and sing the praises of your Name? *  
     for you only are the Holy One.  
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *  
     because your just and holy works have been revealed. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The people may be seated. 
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THE SECOND LESSON  Matthew 14:1-12 

At that time Herod the ruler heard reports about Jesus; and he said to his servants, ‘This is John the Baptist; 
he has been raised from the dead, and for this reason these powers are at work in him.’ For Herod had 
arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because 
John had been telling him, ‘It is not lawful for you to have her.’ Though Herod wanted to put him to death, 
he feared the crowd, because they regarded him as a prophet. But when Herod’s birthday came, the 
daughter of Herodias danced before the company, and she pleased Herod so much that he promised on 
oath to grant her whatever she might ask. Prompted by her mother, she said, ‘Give me the head of John the 
Baptist here on a platter.’ The king was grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he 
commanded it to be given;he sent and had John beheaded in the prison. The head was brought on a platter 
and given to the girl, who brought it to her mother. His disciples came and took the body and buried it; then 
they went and told Jesus. 

Officiant: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

The people stand as able. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
       creator of heaven and earth;  

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
       He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
            and born of the Virgin Mary.  
       He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
            was crucified, died, and was buried.  
       He descended to the dead.  
       On the third day he rose again.  
       He ascended into heaven,  
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
       He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
       the holy catholic Church,  
       the communion of saints,  
      the forgiveness of sins 
       the resurrection of the body,  
       and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The people remain standing, or kneel, as able. 

THE PRAYERS 
 Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 Officiant: Let us pray.  

 All: Our Father, 
  who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE SUFFRAGES A 
 Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
 People: And grant us your salvation.  

 Officiant: Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
 People: Let your people sing with joy.  

 Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
 People: For only in you can we live in safety. 

 Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
 People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

 Officiant: Let your way be known upon earth;  
 People: Your saving health among all nations.  

 Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
 People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  

 Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
 People: And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
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THE COLLECTS 

Officiant: O God of compassion, giver of life and health, we pray your healing mercies upon all who 
are in any way affected by the outbreak of the COVID-19 coronavirus. Comfort and sustain 
those who have been stricken; relieve their pain, and restore to them your gifts of gladness 
and strength. Grant to all in authority the courage to make wise decisions that are essential 
for the common good, and strengthen them to lead institutions that care for those whom 
they serve. Watch over all first responders and those in the medical professions whose duty 
it is to care for the sick; guard them from all danger, and keep them safe in the knowledge 
that it is through their sacrifice and service that the health of the whole community is 
promoted. Mercifully accept these our prayers, O God of all comfort, and our only help in 
time of need. Amen. 

Officiant: Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by 
adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Officiant: Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to 
guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we 
may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GREETING AND WELCOME  The Rev’d Emmanuel Ato Mercer, Rector 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 All: Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 
 All: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting 
us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 



 8 

DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

 Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost, be with us all evermore. 

 People: Amen. 
 
 

 

Please consider supporting Christ Church during this time. 
Your generous contributions will allow us to continue providing support to the many in need. 

To give, please click here. 
You can also give by texting CECGIVING to 73256.  

A secure form will be texted to you. 
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